
How do you say…? 
A song for Young Learners, to the tune of Frère Jacques 

 

 
For more materials and activities go to  

resourcesfreeblog.wordpress.com 

 

 

Procedure: 
 
1. Introduce the tune of Frère Jacques by humming each line and getting your learners to hum it back to 

you. Depending on your teaching context you might need to spend more time on this if the tune isn’t 
familiar to your learners. It’s nice to do this sitting in a circle on the floor. 
 

2. Make a quizzical expression and sing the first line of the song, inserting the word for man in your 
students’ L1 in the space. If you’re in a multi-lingual environment, you could point to a picture instead. 
Encourage the students to look, listen and repeat. Listen carefully to what they’re singing, and work on 
words or phrases that are hard to remember or pronounce. 

 
3. Repeat this procedure for all of the lines, using the suggested mimes below, your own ideas or any 

relevant gestures you routinely use in class. After each few phrases, go back to the beginning so 
learners gradually build up the whole song. 

 

 
 

 

 

4. Once everyone is comfortable with the lyrics, stand up and practise all together with the actions. To 
maintain variety and engagement, after a while you could do it in two groups, one group singing the 

questions and the other singing the answers. You could even try to sing it in a round with a strong 
group! 
 

5. Ask everyone to sit down and chest the handout (if using; see above). Elicit the problem, i.e. that it’s 

incomplete, and the first missing word. Model writing in the missing word, and give out the copies for 
learners to complete. As this activity is designed for low levels, they are all words which can be copied 
from other places in the text. This is a nice settling activity which allows for quiet reflection and further 

processing of the language. 
 

How do you say _____ in English? 

It’s man! It’s man! 

Can you repeat, please? (x2) 

Yes, I can. It’s man!  

How do you spell it? (x2) 

I don’t know! I don’t know! 

Can I have a pencil, please? (x2) 

Here you go, here you go. 

Look puzzled, scratch your head etc. 

Hold your arms up, like a muscle man. 

Circle your index finger. 

Thumbs up, then muscle man pose. 

Look puzzled, scratch your head etc. 

Shake head, raise arms. 

Mime writing. 

Smile, mime handing over a pencil. 
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6. If you have any fast finishers, they could ask each other “how do you say/spell…?” questions  until 

everyone is ready. 
 
7. Sing the song all together again to reinforce their progress and bring the lesson to a close, praising 

learners for their singing, enthusiasm or anything else! 
 
Follow up: 
 
To review the language, you could get your learners to make posters for the classroom wall featuring each 
chunk they’ve learnt and a suitable illustration. If your learners still find writing challenging, you could 
prepare each phrase on cut up pieces of paper which learners order as part of a carousel activity and then 
stick on coloured paper. This is also a great opportunity to practise “Can I have the glue/scissors/a pencil, 
please?” 


