
My House 
A vocabulary worksheet for Young Learners 

 

 
For more materials and activities go to  

resourcesfreeblog.wordpress.com 

 

 

Procedure: 
 
Note: Before the lesson you need to print out one worksheet per student and fold it into a 
gatefold (as shown) so that the two halves of the front of the house join up. If you’re feeling 
very precise, you can cut off the excess on the edges of the paper so that the sides come 
together neatly. 
 

1. Show your class the front the worksheet, i.e. the outside of the house, and elicit what it is . Point to 
your name on the front of your house, then show a blank copy and model that pupils should write their 
names on it and then put it under their chairs. Give out the handouts and give students a short time to 
write their names and put it away. 
 

2. Mime opening the door and taking off your coat, elicit where you are (the hall) and drill the word. Turn 
to the side, imagine walking into the next room and pretend you’re cooking to elicit kitchen. Continue 
the process, imagining you’re moving around the house until you’ve covered all the rooms , using the 

mimes suggested below or your own ideas.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
After each one or two it’s a good idea to rewind and recap from the beginning so that your learners can 
become increasingly confident. You can also vary the drill, changing the volume or tone of voice, so 
that it’s more engaging. 
 

3. To practice the rooms, ask everyone to stand up, say one of the words and get learners to do the 

action. Then a student can direct the whole class, or they can work in small groups. Monitor and help 
as required. This stage may be brief, depending on your learners. 

 
4. Ask everyone to sit down, elicit the words back and write them on the board. Show the handout again 

but this time open it. Point to one of the rooms, elicit what it is and mime writing the word in the space 
provided. Ask students to take their worksheets and label the rooms. Go around and check they are on 

task, helping with spelling when necessary. Fast finishers can test themselves or each other on 
vocabulary or spelling. 

 

dining room 

living room 

bedroom 

bathroom 

garden 

Sit down and eat dinner 

Relax on the sofa and watch TV 

Sleep 

Have a shower 

Play a ball game 
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5. Next, move on to furniture. Either by using flashcards or quickly drawing pictures on the board, elicit 

and drill the items you want to teach. Asking learners which room it is usually in helps them get more 
cognitively engaged with the language. Leave the pictures on the board for step 6. 

 
6. Ask students to get out their colour pencils. Explain that they should listen and draw, e.g. “Draw a 

green sofa in the living room.” Do some incorrect examples to check they’ve understood, e.g. writing 
the word instead of drawing it, or putting the object in the wrong room, before finally showing a good 
example. Hand out the worksheets and start giving the instructions, making sure you cover all of the 
lexis you want to teach. Try to keep all learners working at the same pace by giving them a 5 second 
countdown before you move on. You don’t have to specify the colour, but it does add an extra layer of 
challenge and provides an opportunity to recycle language. 

 
7. At this point you probably need to get your learners up and moving, and it’s also time to meet the 

written form of the language. It’s nice to get learners to match word cards to your pictures on the 
board, although this requires a little extra preparation and might not be feasible with large groups 
unless you want to make group sets of words and pictures.* Alternatively, point to the picture on the 

board and get students to stand up as quickly as they can if they remember the word, then write it on 
the board next to the picture. Instead of accepting the first answer, it’s good to get everyone involved 

by asking “Is it correct? Are you sure?” before saying “well done!” You could put the class into 2 groups 

and do this as a game if your learners respond well to this. 
 
8. Rub out or take away the pictures on the board. Point to the first word and ask them to find it in their 

pictures. Mime writing and ask them to copy the word next to the object in their pictures. Do another 
example if necessary, then ask them to continue labelling the furniture while you monitor and help as 
required. When they finish, students can glue the worksheet into their books and then ask each other 
e.g. “Where’s the table?” “In the dining room.” When everyone has finished, bring the lesson to a close 
by praising learners for their hard work. 

 
Follow up: 
 
You might like to ask learners to study some or all of the language for homework and then either have a 
mini spelling test or play a spelling game at the start of next lesson. If you focussed on a smaller number of 
words for the first lesson, you could extend it in the second one.  
 

Coursebooks often choose to move from house vocabulary to there is/there are or prepositions. You could 
introduce or practice either of these via a memory game based on the picture on the worksheet. Then of 

course it’s great to give students an opportunity to personalise the language, perhaps  by designing and 
presenting their perfect homes. 

 
 

* If you do decide to make a matching activity, get the most out of it by using it to play pelmanism, Kim’s game, 
taboo or any other favourite in subsequent lessons. 


