
City Guide 
Using mind maps to help learners develop texts 
 

 
For more materials and activities go to  

resourcesfreeblog.wordpress.com 

 

Procedure: 
 
1. Put learners in pairs and ask them to mind map the sort of information they’d expect to find in an 

article about a city. If you have one, take in a travel magazine (like the ones you get on planes) to 
stimulate ideas. Set a short time limit and then get some ideas in open class feedback, encouraging 
students to add ideas to their diagram if they hear anything they missed. 

 
2. Tell students that they’re going to produce an article to help their classmates choose a holiday 

destination. Ask them to choose a city they both know (they don’t have to have visited it) and make 
notes on their mind map about that destination. Listen carefully during this stage- it will help you 
provide useful input afterwards. 

 
3. Ask learners who reads this type of article, why, and what kind of language the text might use. Provide 

language input as required by your learners, trying to upgrade their output as much as possible so that 
they can achieve their communicative aims more effectively, and get them to add these details to their 
mind map. This often involves highlighting something useful that they already know in theory but don’t 
use automatically, and might focus on one of the following: 

 

 a range of adjectives to describe places, food, weather etc; 
 relative clauses to explain unfamiliar concepts (e.g. for foods with no direct equivalent); 

 rhetorical devices to engage interest; 
 the passive voice e.g. to describe local products or customs; 
 linking devices to improve cohesion. 
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4. Now that the content has been decided, ask learners what section they think is likely to come first in 
the text. Give them 2 minutes to decide on the best order for the information; this might include 
grouping related topics. 
 

5. Learners are now ready to write their texts. Work on computers if you can, or hand out paper which 
can be displayed for others to read. Encourage fast finishers to check their work, and/or write a 
concluding sentence. 

 
6. Display the texts around the room, ask students to walk around and read them in a carousel. After each 

one, they should tell their partner if they would like to visit this city, and at the end choose one 
destination they would like to visit based on what they have read. It is also useful to ask them to reflect 
on why this text was particularly engaging. 

 
If you have used computers and have a school blog, post students’ articles and get them to read the 
others online, possibly at home; this increases the sense of having a meaningful audience, allows them 
to interact via comments, and even gives them the opportunity to share their work with friends! 

 
7. Conduct an open-class discussion based on students’ opinions from the previous stage. Give students 

some feedback, which should hopefully include positive comments about their 
range/ambition/collaboration etc. You may also want to collect students’ work and write each pair 
some specific feedback to consider in the next lesson. 
 

Follow up: 
 
Depending on the level of the class, you could get them to read an authentic example of an article based 
on the city they chose – either one you choose and simplify if necessary, or one they find themselves. 
Learners might be able to analyse the differences between the authentic text and their own, which is a 
great opportunity to notice gaps in their linguistic or generic knowledge. Of course, this is also useful if it is 
done before the writing lesson, in the sense that it introduces examples of the genre they are going to 
produce, although it might potentially make the task less learner-centred.  


